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Gen 1:
11 And God said, Let the earth sprout grass, herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit according to their
kind with their seed in them upon the earth; and it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, herbs yielding seed according to their kind, and trees bearing fruit with
their seed in them according to their kind; and God saw that it was good.
20 And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living animals…
21 And God created the great sea creatures and every living animal that moves, with which the waters
swarmed, according to their kind…
22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas…
1 John 5:
18 We know that everyone who is begotten of God does not sin, but he who has been begotten of God keeps
himself, and the evil one does not touch him.
19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the evil one.
The Spirit came, the Word of God came, and the light
came. As a result of this, there were three separations: light
was separated from darkness; the waters above were
separated from the waters below; and the dry land was
separated from the death waters. By these three separations
the dry land emerged out of the waters of death on the third
day, the day of resurrection. The Lord Jesus is the dry land
Who came out of the death water. He was resurrected that
He might regenerate us.
In the Old Testament, the land typifies Christ as the
generating source. This land was buried beneath the waters
of death and appeared again on the third day. As the record of
the Old Testament reveals, every kind of life was produced
out of this land: the plant life, the animal life, and even the
human life came out of the earth. Man was made from the
dust of the earth. This typifies that every kind of life comes out
of Christ.

The Plant Life was Generated

The plant life on the land was generated. The lowest life,
a life without consciousness, came into existence (Gen.
1:11-13; cf. Mark 4:8; Hosea 14:5-7). This is the generating of
life and happened on the third day, after the land emerged out
of the death water. At that time, there was no growth of life,
only the lowest form of life, a life without any consciousness.
If we talk to the grass or to the trees, the grass cannot
understand and the trees will not react because they have no
feeling, no consciousness. They have no emotion, thought, or
will because they are lives without any consciousness. This is
the lowest life.
When we received Christ into us, Christ appeared out of
the death water within us. Christ appeared and now we have
life, the generating of life. We are saved and we have life. At
the time we were saved, we received life, but the life within us
was very low. This is signified in the record of Genesis by the
life of the grass, the life of the herbs, and the life of the fruit
trees.
Even with the plant life there are three levels: grass, the
lowest plant life; the herbs which yield seeds, a higher level;
and the fruit trees, an even higher level. If we read Genesis

1:29-30, we will see that God gave the herbs and the fruit
trees to man for his food. Then, God gave the grass to the
beasts and to the cattle for their food.
When you became a Christian, you received life, but that
life in you was very low. Perhaps the life within you is similar
to grass: it is life and it grows; yet it is the lowest life. Even
when compared with the other plant life, grass is quite low.
Although last week you might have been like the grass, today
you have grown a little higher and you have become the herb
yielding the seed. I hope after two months, you will be a tree
bringing forth fruit. How would you liken yourself—to the
grass, the herb, or the trees? Suppose the Lord Himself would
ask you, "How about you? Are you like the grass or the herb
or the tree?" Today you may be an herb, but after a certain
period of time perhaps you will be likened to a fruit-bearing
tree. But when you become a tree, don't become satisfied.
This is not the last verse of chapter 1; it is something which
happened on the third day.

The Living Creatures in the Water were Generated

On the fifth day, the lower life with the lowest
consciousness came into being (Gen. 1:20-22). Although
every form of animal life has some level of consciousness,
some lives are higher and others are lower. First, the fish are
mentioned, the animal life with the lowest consciousness. We
have all had some experience of this. Suppose there are some
goldfish swimming in the water and we come near them.
They will be frightened away. However, if we scatter some
food into the water and keep away, all the fish will return. This
life is higher than the tree life, higher than the plant life (Ezek.
47:7, 9). Although it is not very high, it is higher. This is the
first step of the growth of life.
The fish in the sea live in salt water. As a rule, salt water
doesn't grow anything; it kills, allowing nearly no plants to
grow. Salt water kills life. Fish, however, can live in salt water.
The water may be salty, but the fish will never be salty, unless
they are dead. This is quite meaningful.
All of humanity, the entire human society, is like a great
salt sea. Yet, we Christians are so living. We can be alive and
live in such a society and not be salted by it. But once we are

http://christiansoncampusosu.org/

The Generation of Living Creatures: Plants and Sea Creatures
Christians on Campus College Meeting

dead, we will become salty. The Chinese people used to eat a
great deal of salted fish. First, they killed the living fish and
then put them into salt until all the fish became salty. When
the fish were living, salt could do nothing to them; they could
live in the salt water. This is wonderful. We Christians who
have the life of Christ can live in this dark, evil society.
However, if we become dead, we will be salted. Today, if you
are so living and one of your schoolmates tempts you to go to
a movie or to take some drugs, you will say, "No." Nothing can
influence you. But, if you are dead, you will first be brought to
the movie theater like a sheep to the slaughter. Once you have
been slaughtered, you will be dead, take drugs, even heroin.
You will be salted. But hallelujah! We can never be salted
because we have life. Life repels every kind of salt from the
dead sea. This life can survive in any death situation. In the
midst of an environment of death, this life can still survive.
This is good; yet there is more.
Life Study of Genesis, Chapter 4, W. Lee

Recovery Version, 1 John 5:18 Footnote 1

Begotten. That we might avoid sinning, which not only
interrupts the fellowship of the divine life (1:6-10) but may
even bring in physical death (vv. 16-17), here the apostle
again stressed, by the assurance of the capability of the divine
life, our divine birth, which is the basis of the victorious life.
The basic fact of our divine birth prevents us, the regenerated
ones, from practicing sin (3:9 and note 2), that is, from living in
sin (Rom. 6:2).

Recovery Version, 1 John 5:19 Footnote 3

Lies. I.e., remains passively in the sphere of the evil one’s
influence, under the evil one’s usurpation and manipulation.
While the believers are living and moving actively by the life of
God, the whole world (and especially the people of the world)
is lying passively under the usurping and manipulating hand
of Satan, the evil one.

Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How can we see that the dry land that appeared is
Christ in resurrection?
How do we see the matter of the growth in life by the
plant life created on the third day? What does this
look like in our experience?
What is the significance of the sea creatures living in
the sea and how can we experience this in our
Christian life?
Use 1 John 5:18-19 with the corresponding footnotes
to explain the practical application of God’s creation
of the fish in the sea.
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